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RE: FEDERAL GILSONITE LEASE U-0115850

Dear Mr. Perkes & Kohl-er:

In response to your l-etter dated JuIy 15, 2002, to Ziegler
Chemical- e Mineral- Corporation we propose an interim plan to deal
with closing the vein and the shafts (C-1, C-2, and C-3) that have
been mined on the lease until permanent closure can take place.
Ziegler does not anticipate permanent closure in the near future.
For the time being, ZiegLer proposes the following interim plan
that includes the necessary safety precautions for a safe mining
site:
. Post signs of mj-ning activity
. Put up barbed wi-re fence around ol-d workings
. Caps on shafts will- be maintained from crumbling
. Hol-es will be covered with chain link fencing when not in

uJc
. Holes around caps dug by animals will- be fil-led in with

cement

Ziegler has an approved mi-ne plan that sets forth what Ztegler
plans to do as soon as the mining operations are complete and
permanent closure is to take place. Attached is section 6.1
Abandonment and Reclamation for vour reference.
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Thank you for your time and please let us know if there are
any other issues that we may need to address.
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5. O SURFACE RECLAT"IATTON

6 . 1 ABAI{DONMENT AND RECI.AIIATION

upon completion of mine operations, dfl machinery, equipment,
and debris would be removed from the site. The site, incJ_uding
access roads, would be graded to conform as closely as possibl_e to
premining conditions, scarified, and seeded with a mixture approved
by che Authorized Officer. This recl-amation process is to include
the existrng access road that was used during the mrning of the oId
C-I, C-2, and C-3 mines. Reclamation within the fenced area of the
old workrngs, and the old access road serving the old mined out
area will begin upon approval by the Authorized Officer. For the
safety of the men working in the mines any blastlng that is
necessary for the closure of any open veins will be done after all
mining act ivity on th-Ls I ease has ceased.

when the mine shafts and escapeways would be ready for
c-Losure, final- desiqns woul-d be submitted to the Authorized Officer
prior to seal construction. The col-1ar and other structures would
be removed- rf the seal is to be in and exposed rock outcrop, the
top of the seal would be constructed to conform with the contour of
the outcrop and would be no higher than the adjacent rock. The
bottom of the seal would be placed on bedrock. If the seal is to
be in a location where soif would cover the sear, the top of the
seal would be placed on bedrock and covered with a minimum of 2

feet of topsoil. Where the surface pil1ar covering the vein has
been removed (old south vein mines) the void left from mining would
be blasted shut. Blast holes are anticipated to be in a 20 x 20 ft
pattern. A blasting plan woul-d be submitt.ed to the Authorized
of f icer at f east 720 days prior to any blastit-rg. After blastirg,
the area would be contoured and seeded with a mixture approved by
the Authorized Officer. The estimated disturbance area due to
blasting would be 50 feet wide and 150 feet long , or 0.17 acres.
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